POLS: Black Politics in the United States 

This course will examine the varying political experiences of Black people in the U.S. since the passage of the Civil Rights Act (1964), Voting Rights Act (1965), and the Hart-Cellar Act (1965).  This legislative triumph of the Civil Rights Movement made it possible for the majority of blacks to vote in this country and also created the possibility for large numbers of immigrants from the African Diaspora, Latin America, and Asia to enter the country.  As a result, black politics moved from “protest to politics” which created opportunities and challenges for blacks.  This course, therefore, will examine office holding at the congressional and mayoral levels since 1965.  Of particular interest will be the use of mainstream (i.e. institutional) and alternative (i.e. protest) means of political participation by African Americans to achieve incorporation in the American political community.  The central theme of the course is how Blacks have traditionally been understood in relation to the American state and how this situation has changed over time and continues to evolve.  We will interrogate the mechanisms of federal intervention that made the franchise available to the majority of Black people for the first time, strategies to achieve Black officeholding at the federal level and high-profile statewide office holding, particularly the historic election of Barack Obama,  and the limits of and return to states’ rights for the enforcement of Black voting rights in a post-Shelby v. Holder world.   Some of the questions we will address are:  how has the nature of Black politics changed over time?  What factors have shaped the evolution of black politics?  Why aren’t black ideologies indicative of black vote choices?  What are the popular misconceptions about public opinion on political issues, such as immigration, reparations, welfare, affirmative action, and the like?  When have American political institutions shaped the relationship between African Americans and the American political system?  Where has the presence of African Americans in the public sphere influenced American democracy and vice versa?  How does internal heterogeneity alter what Black politics means?  How do national demographic changes challenge Black politics?  What are there opportunities for interracial cooperation and/or conflict?  And, finally is Barack Obama the end of Black politics?  We will approach these, and other questions, through the use of lecture, discussion, and popular media.

Course Objectives:
· To understand the historical foundations of Black voting rights in the United States since 1865.

· To contextualize the dynamic nature of Black political participation and public opinion.

· To think through the benefits and limits of different proposals to increase minority representation.  

· To devise creative strategies for addressing the long-term political interests of Black people in the United States

· To interrogate the meanings of Black politics in the 21st century amid increasing heterogeneity.  
· To interrogate the “facts” and “news” sources we ingest.

Required Texts:

Michael C. Dawson  Black Visions: The Roots of Contemporary African American Political Ideologies

Christina Greer. Black Ethnics: Race, Immigration, and the Pursuit of the American Dream
Melanye Price  The Race Whisperer: Barack Obama and the Political Uses of Race
Electronic journal articles can be retrieved via the University Library system.  If you need assistance, please seek a library professional.

Items marked with an ** will be made available via your Blackboard site.

Course Conduct:

You are to come to class on time with the required days material prepared.  This means you have read the material thoroughly and where you lack understanding, you have prepared thoughtful questions.  Lecture will be used to build on the readings, not reiterate them.  Where there are misunderstandings lecture will hopefully clear up these gaps.  If there is something that you still do not understand, it is your responsibility to ask questions until you do!  Therefore, class participation is invited and encouraged.

ABSENCES & TARDINESS:

Although there is no official grade for attendance in this class, you are expected to attend class regularly and participate.  Likewise, material from lecture can and will likely appear on class exams.  In similar fashion, tardiness is highly frowned upon.  Assignments, such as quizzes, are passed out at the beginning of class.  If you’re late, then you do not get to complete the assignment.  Moreover, all writing assignments are due at the BEGINNING of class, if you are late, your assignment will not be accepted.  

ALSO, I DO NOT ACCEPT ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS FOR ASSIGNMENTS.  IF YOU’VE NOT RECEIVED PRIOR APPROVAL FROM ME FOR AN ACCEPTED REASON (I.E. DOCTOR VERIFIED ILLNESS, DEATH IN THE FAMILY, REQUIRED EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY, MILITARY REQUIREMENT), THEN DO NOT ASSUME THAT ASSIGNMENT WILL BE ACCEPTED.  POOR PLANNING ON YOUR PART IS NOT A VALID EXCUSE.

COURSE DISCUSSION:

Disrespect of any person in this class, including the instructors, will not be tolerated.  We can disagree vigorously and such challenges are welcomed.  At no point, however, will resorting to name-calling or any other such behavior be okay. 
PREFERRED PRONOUNS:

I always want to foster an academic climate of mutual respect.  As we learn together, please let me know your preferred pronoun usage. If I mis-gender you, please correct me right away.  If you are uncomfortable identifying yourself publicly, please let me know privately by whatever means makes you comfortable.
DISABILITY:

If you have a university verified disability, please let me know ASAP so that I can make the necessary accommodations.  I cannot help if I’m uninformed.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY/PLAGIARISM:

Work that is assigned and turned in over the course of the semester is expected to be your own.  If you cheat and/or plagiarize (taking another person’s ideas/words without proper citation) will not be treated lightly and will result in an F for the class and be reported to the proper university authorities.  If you’re unclear about plagiarism I suggest you speak with the library, writing center, instructor or TA for guidance on these matters.

Participation (10%) Students are expected to read assigned readings prior to the class period in which they are to be discussed and should come to each class prepared to participate. Class participation will involve two components: careful and respectful attention to the contribution of classmates and regular and thoughtful contributions to class discussion that demonstrate an understanding of the readings.  Make sure you read some news, particularly Black outlets, each week before class starts.  You will be called upon to speak on current events at random over the semester.
· Journal Assignment: you will be asked to keep a journal for the first 2 weeks of class on the demographics of the people you interact with on a daily basis.

· Weekly Discussion Leadership & Participation
Exams (40%) You will complete 2 short, essay exams over the course of the semester.  These exams will consist of short essay and identification.

Essays (30%) You will complete 2 short essays during the course of the semester on topics assigned by the instructor.  These essays will be on the following topics and are due on the following dates.  These are to be turned in AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.  NO LATE OR ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

ESSAY 1: Write a letter to an elected official about some issue that concerns the Black community.  You will need to turn in an electronic copy and a hard copy in an envelope, addressed to the official, and stamped.  You will be graded on 1) whether the appropriate official was contacted to address your issue 2) that you’ve articulated a clear concern  and 3) provided some method for the official to follow-up with you.
ESSAY 2: Write a 450 word op-ed piece for a news outlet.  The piece can be about anything, but it has to be 1) political and 2) focused on Black people.  This is a STRICT 450 word limit.

ESSAY 3 : Looking at the field of Democratic candidates for presidency.  Which candidate would you advise Black voters to choose in the primary?  Your response should be 3-5 pages and should include specific references to the candidates stated policy positions, voting records where available, and be grounded in the literature of Black public opinion.  
Final Exam (20%). You will have a take home final due on the final exam date set by the university.  You will complete 3 short essays on topics I assign and turn the document in electronically.
Your writing assignments should be organized accordingly:

Double spaced

Page numbers at the bottom of the page

12-point Times New Roman font ONLY

Parenthetical citations as these are short papers, this is quick and conventional

Proper use of scholarly, refereed journal articles and/or books—Dictionaries, Encyclopedias and Wikipedia do not qualify as academic resources

You will be assessed on: Grammar & spelling; Organization; Clarity of thought, and Originality

*I reserve the right to alter the syllabus as well as the values of different assignments at any point during the semester.  Students will be notified of such changes in advance.*
Reading Schedule:

Jan. 17

Course Outline & Introduction

Jan 24
· Peter Bachrach and Morton Baratz “Two Faces of Power,” American Political 


Science Review 56(4): 947-952

· Richard D. Shingles “Black Consciousness and Political Participation: The



Missing Link.”  American Political Science Review 75(1): 76-91.

· Bernard Grofman and Lisa Handley “Black Representation: Making Sense of Electoral Geography at Different Levels of Government,” Legislative Studies Quarterly 14(2): 264-279
· James Baldwin. “Letter to My Nephew”



https://progressive.org/magazine/letter-nephew/
· Guinier, Lani. "The triumph of tokenism: the voting rights act and the theory of black electoral success." Michigan Law Review 89.5 (1991): 1077-1154.
Jan. 31


Dawson, Black Visions (Chs. 1-4)



ESSAY 1 DUE
Feb. 7


Dawson, Black Visions (Chs. 5-end)

· Harris-Lacewell, Melissa. "No place to rest: African American political attitudes and the myth of Black women's strength." Women & Politics 23, no. 3 (2001): 1-33.

· Poll: Black Dems Near GOP on Moral Issues http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/12/03/Poll_Black_Dems_near_GOP_on_moral_issues/UPI-62231228317975/
Feb 14

EXAM 1

Feb 21

       Barker Jones and Tate, Ch. 10*
· Gay, Claudine. "Spirals of trust? The effect of descriptive representation on the relationship between citizens and their government." American Journal of Political Science (2002): 717-732.

· Preuhs, Robert R. "The conditional effects of minority descriptive representation: Black legislators and policy influence in the American states." The Journal of Politics 68, no. 3 (2006): 585-599.

· Griffin, John D., and Michael Keane. "Descriptive representation and the composition of African American turnout." American Journal of Political Science 50, no. 4 (2006): 998-1012.
· ESSAY 2 DUE
Feb. 28
Lublin, David. "Racial redistricting and African-American representation: A critique of “do majority-minority districts maximize substantive black representation in Congress?”." American Political Science Review 93, no. 1 (1999): 183-186.

· Keele, Luke, and Ismail K. White. "African American turnout in majority-minority districts." (2011). https://apw.polisci.wisc.edu/archives/Keele%20Paper,%20Spring%202011.pdf
· Engstrom, Richard L. "Shelby County v. Holder and the gutting of federal preclearance of election law changes." Politics, Groups, and Identities 2, no. 3 (2014): 530-548.
· Schuit, Sophie, and Jon C. Rogowski. "Race, representation, and the voting rights act." American Journal of Political Science 61, no. 3 (2017): 513-526.

· Ang, Desmond, Do 40-Year-Old Facts Still Matter? Long-Run Effects of Federal Oversight under the Voting Rights Act (October 23, 2018). HKS Working Paper No. RWP18-033. Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3271907 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3271907

Recommended:  Kousser, Morgan. "Do The Facts of Voting Rights Support Chief Justice Roberts’s Opinion in Shelby County?." Transatlantica. Revue d’études américaines. American Studies Journal 1 (2015). https://journals.openedition.org/transatlantica/7462
Nelson, J.S., 2006. White Challengers, Black Majorities: Reconciling Competition in Majority-Minority Districts with the Promise of the Voting Rights Act. Geo. LJ, 95, p.1287.
March 7
Stone, Clarence N. "Urban regimes and the capacity to govern: A political economy approach." Journal of urban affairs 15, no. 1 (1993): 1-28.

· Abney, F. Glenn, and John D. Hutcheson Jr. "Race, representation, and trust: Changes in attitudes after the election of a black mayor." Public Opinion Quarterly 45, no. 1 (1981): 91-101.

· J. Philip Thompson “David Dinkins' Victory in New York City: The Decline of the Democratic Party Organization and the Strengthening of Black Politics,” PS: Political Science and Politics 
23(2): 145-148
· Neil Kraus and Todd Swanstrom “Minority Mayors and the Hollow Prize Problem,” PS: Political Science and Politics 34(1): 99-105

· Bennett, Larry. "Harold Washington and the black urban regime." Urban Affairs Quarterly 28, no. 3 (1993): 423-440.
· Bauman, John F. "W. Wilson Goode: The black mayor as urban entrepreneur." The Journal of Negro History 77, no. 3 (1992): 141-158.
Recommended: 
Hajnal, Zoltan L. "White residents, black incumbents, and a declining racial divide." American Political Science Review 95, no. 3 (2001): 603-617.

Holman, Mirya R. "Sex and the city: Female leaders and spending on social welfare programs in US municipalities." Journal of Urban Affairs 36, no. 4 (2014): 701-715.

March 14
SPRING BREAK

March 21

Nelson & Meranto Electing Black Mayors Intro & Part I **

· Marschall, Melissa J., and Anirudh VS Ruhil. "Substantive symbols: The attitudinal dimension of black political incorporation in local government." American Journal of Political Science 51, no. 1 (2007): 17-33.
· Hopkins, Daniel J., and Katherine T. McCabe. "After it’s too late: estimating the policy impacts of black mayoralties in US Cities." American Politics Research 40, no. 4 (2012): 665-700.
· ESSAY 3 DUE
March 28
EXAM 2
April 4


Price, The Race Whisperer (Chs. 1-2)

· Raphael Sonenshein “Can Blacks Win Statewide Elections?,” Political Science Quarterly 105(2): 219-241
· Citrin, Green, and Sears “White Reactions to Black Candidates: When Does Race Matter?” The Public Opinion Quarterly 54(1): 74-96
· Sharon Wright Austin and Richard Middleton “The Limitations of the Deracialization Concept in the 2001 Los Angeles Mayoral Election,” The Political Research Quarterly 57(2): 283-293 


· Ruth Ann Strickland & Marcia Lynn Whicker “Comparing the Wilder and Gantt Campaigns: A Model for Black Candidate Success in Statewide Elecitons,” PS: Political Science and Politics 25(2): 204-212
· Steven Finkel, Thomas Guterbock, and  Marian Borg “Race of Interviewer Effects in a Pre-Election Poll: Virginia 1989,” The Public Opinion Quarterly 55(3): 313-30
· Judson L. Jeffries “U.S. Sen. Edward Brooke and L. Douglas Wilder Tell Political Science How Blacks Can Win High Profile Statewide Office,” PS: Political Science and Politics, Vol. 32, No. 3 (Sep., 1999), pp. 583-587. 

Recommended:

Steven Finkel, Thomas Guterbock, and  Marian Borg “Race of Interviewer 


Effects in a Pre-Election Poll: Virginia 1989,” The Public Opinion Quarterly 


55(3): 313-30

April 11
Price, The Race Whisperer (FINISH)
· Clip: A More Perfect Union/Morehouse Commencement

· Paula D. McClain, Niambi Carter and Michael Brady “Gender & Black Presidential Politics: From Chisholm to Moseley-Braun,”  Journal of Women Politics and Policy 27(1/2): 51-68.
· Katherine Tate “Black Political Participation in the 1984 and 1988 Presidential Elections,” American Political Science Review 85(4): 1159-76




Clip: Jesse Jackson

Recommended:



Valeria Sinclair-Chapman and Malnye Price “Black Politics, the 2008 



Election, and the (Im)Possibility of Race Transcendence,” PS: Political Science 


and Politics 41: 739-745



Matt Bai “Is Obama the End of Black Politics,” NY Times Magazine 8/6/08

 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/10/magazine/10politics-t.html
April 18


Greer, Black Ethnics
April 25
Carney, Nikita. "All lives matter, but so does race: Black lives matter and the evolving role of social media." Humanity & Society 40, no. 2 (2016): 180-199.

· Rickford, Russell. "Black lives matter: Toward a modern practice of mass struggle." In New Labor Forum, vol. 25, no. 1, pp. 34-42. Sage CA: Los Angeles, CA: SAGE Publications, 2016.

· Chatelain, Marcia, and Kaavya Asoka. "Women and Black lives matter." Dissent 62, no. 3 (2015): 54-61.
· Freelon, Deen, Charlton McIlwain, and Meredith Clark. "Beyond the hashtags:# Ferguson,# Blacklivesmatter, and the online struggle for offline justice." (2016).
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